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Domus Avicus Philadelphicus endeavors to draw aviary urban habitats into the public eye by creating urban 
bird shelters, inspired by Philadelphia’s iconic rowhomes.  We aim to have the public ponder the life of their 
fellow urban inhabitants – the birds – and how the functions of aviary habitats – dry, sheltered, and well-
ventilated spaces - are similar to that of our own.  The Domus Avicus birdhouses highlight the existence 
of an often-overlooked urban eco-system and support the need to protect and provide for Philadelphia’s 
native wildlife.  As part of Art in the Open in Philadelphia several of the domi were sited and constructed 
on the banks of the Schuylkill River, and were exhibited in the University of Arts. Reclaimed materials and 
sustainable fabrication techniques were incorporated in the birdhouse construction. Exhibited works were 
accompanied by wood block prints of the birdhouses’ construction drawings.
 
A+M’s shift of focus toward avian architecture is the direct result of the rather saddened outlook for design 
and construction industry aimed at human occupation following last year’s economic crisis. Instead of 
lamenting on the years of bygone prosperity, A+M sees this as an opportunity to provide architectural services 
to a multitude of eager clients in the metropolitan area of Philadelphia and other urban settings.

   

Wrenhouse / Sectional Model
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Cardinal Trinity
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Wrenhouse and Cardinal Trinity
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Wrenhouse / front perch
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Woodpecker Trinity and Wrenhouse
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Woodpecker Trinity / green roof
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About A+M

Collectively, A+M has extensive experience in a 
multitude of disciplines (architecture and landscape, 
graphic, exhibition and interior design, and installation). 
Established in 2007, we thrive on solving design 
problems around multiple obstacles: time and budget 
constraints, common (often, unglamorous) materials 
and long-established local methodologies. Working 
directly with clients and builders often means designing 
(and sometimes reworking) on the construction site, 
and requires quickness of thought and precision of 
communication. We often use our design projects 
as a laboratory, looking for ways to rethink material 
applications. 

A+M’s work has been profiled in Domus, Abitare, 
BLDGBLOG, The New York Times and Philadelphia 
Inquirer.

In 2010 A+M won the NY Architectural League Prize 
(a.k.a Young Architects).

Contact

Austin+Mergold LLC
1236 Pine St First Floor
Philadelphia PA 19107

T: 267-519-0534
F: 888-702-7976

ausmer@austin-mergold.com

Cardinal Trinity / back yard


